
ttSEPA I WEST I GATOR1S STATEMENT 
MS>B tout meting Corpora tf on 

Oil S p i l l , Way 9, 1S78 
Case Ho.2 585*289 

On Hay 9, 1978 at approximately 1:20 p*m. the USEPA, Region V, 
Eastern D i s t r i c t Office, Emergency Response Team was alerted of an 
o i l s p i l l fay Hr* JyJIfes Totb f c i t i z e n of Hovf, Michigan. Hr* Toth 
reported that his dog kept getting Into some ol I in a marsh at 10 
HIle ftoad & Nov! Road. An estimated 100 gallons of o i l was s p l l l e d * 
some of which entered a nearby swamp* I Investigated for EPA. 

INVESTIGATION 

f contacted Pete t i l 11 Jar* -MDMR Investigator, who was ln the area 
and asked him to check the reported o i l s p i l l . He r&ported sighting 
some diesel fuel tn a swamp that outlets into the Walled Lake branch 
of the Rouge River. 

I arrived at M&B CIntractIng Corporation, Hovl, Michigan at 
approximately 1:15 p*m. on May 11, 1978* There I contacted 
Peter Saputo,-3lf-ee-Preitdent at MB Contracting and f i l l Stone of 
MDHR* We then toured the s p i l l affected area (see attached map). 

We began inspection of the swamp near M£B where I observed 
several large pockets of diesel fuel In the water (Photo's B-F)„ A 
large 12,000 gallon tank was observed on the back lot of MSB, where 
It had ruptured (Photo A)* An ol1 flow pattern was traced to the 
nearby swampland and outlet drain. 

A crew from Marine Po l l u t i o n Control was hired to recover o i l from 
the surface of the swampland using vacuum trucks and absorbent pads. 
Other witnesses that may have knowledge of this s p i l l Include those 
l i s t e d In the attached tablfesr 

According to Mr. Pete Saputo, Hatcher Oil Company delivered some 
diesel fuel Into their storage tank, but they f a i l e d to vent the tank. 
The result was that one end o f the tank blew off and the fuel o i l was 
lost to the gtound* The o i l deIIvery was made about l>0 days prior to 
my Investigation and the s p i l l was not reported. Mr* Saputo was not 
aware that the o H had flowed off their property and into the Walled 
Lake branch of the Rouge River (See attached maps). 
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In ray optnIan, once aware of the s p i l l , the MfcB Contracting 
Corporation, acted promptly and properly to contain and recover the 
estimated 200 gallons of o i l that was s p i l l e d . Nevertheless, as 
substantiated by my observations* a harmful quantity of o i l did reach 
the waters of the Walled Lake branch of the.Rouge River and affected 
the adjacent marshlands* Th|s probably could have been prevented If 
MfiNR or EPA representatives were n o t i f i e d of the ori g i n a l s p l l U 

Ross £. Powers (Bate) 
Oil & Hazardous Materials Coordinator 



Table of Witnesses to M6I Con tract t r i g Corporation 
Oil S p t l l of Hay 9* 1978 

Case No.: f 80-289 ' 

K Ross E» Powers 
0.S.EPA* Region ¥ 
Eastern O i s t r l e t Offlee 
93 H • Sfoh Road 
Orosse He, Ml 48138 
Telephone! (313)476-6500 

2* Pete Oil I l a , Water Quality Investigator 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Stevens T. Mason Building 
Lansing, MI 48926 
Telephone: (517) 373-19*7 

3* Tim Jaskl 
B i l l Stone 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
D i s t r i c t #1, Pte* Moufllee State'fiame Area 
Rockwood, Ml 48173 
Telephone: (313) 379-9692 

4* Sebas 11an ftaneuso, Chairmsn . 
Peter Saputo, fIce-President 
SIen Woods, Manager 
MSB Contracting Corporation 
24855 Novi Road' 
P.O. Box 633 
Novi, Mt 48050 
Telephone: (313) 348-2800 

5* Mr. John SearIs 
Mr. Jim McNIcholSg Reg. Mgr. 
Hatcher Oil Company 
(Miibil Oil Corporation) 
155&5 Northland 
Southfield, Ml 48075 


